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HEDGE END, WEST END & BOTLEY LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REVIEW 2015 - 2016  

Introduction 

This report provides an opportunity to summarise the work of the Hedge End, West 

End and Botley (HEWEB) Local Area Committee in 2015-16. The report also 

highlights the importance of our local partnerships and voluntary groups.  

The Committee 

The HEWEB Local Area Committee represents the largest of the 5 local areas within 

the Borough of Eastleigh and it comprises.13 ward councillors and is supported by 

an Area Co-ordinator and specialist Borough Council officers. 

The Local Area Committee meetings are opportunities for local people to raise local 

issues; to speak for and against planning applications and to receive reports and 

updates on the work of the Committee.  

Planning applications 

The Committee determines whether to permit or refuse planning applications. To-

date during 2015/16, 12 applications have been considered with one further 

Committee still to be held on 21 March. 

The applications for Land at Hedge End North, Winchester Road; Land off Botley 

Road, West End and Bubb Lane (200 dwellings) were refused planning permission. 

Planning appeals for these sites are due to be held from April 2016 onwards.  

The planning applications for Moorgreen Hospital and Hatch Farm were permitted. 

Significant progress has also been made regarding the major development site at 

Boorley Green which already had outline permission for 1,400 dwellings. Plans for a 

new sewer to service this development along with the spine road and drainage have 

now been approved. At the time of writing, the reserved matters for 441 dwellings will 

be considered by the Committee on 21 March. 

The Council has been put under more pressure to ensure that more houses are built 

within the Borough. Therefore the Committee’s work in this area is vital and we will 

continue to ensure that all new developments are sustainable and in line with 

planning policy. 

Financial Support for Voluntary Organisations 

I am pleased to report that 28 different grant applications were received this year and 

a total of £7,130 was allocated to local organisations ranging from retirement groups, 

playgroups, the twinning association and history society.  I always enjoy the 
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presentation evening as it is really good to hear about the many activities which are 

organised by volunteers who give up their own time to help others.  

The Committee also allocates youth grants and this year, 12 groups shared 

£4,089.00. These grants will be presented to the various uniform groups, young 

carers, the Fledge Youth Support, to name a few, at the HEWEB Youth Partnership 

Annual General Meeting in March. 

I am delighted to inform you that this Committee has agreed again to allocate £4,000 

from its revenue budget for the funding of next year’s youth grants. 

Support for local groups and facilities 

The Teenage Drop In Centre (TADIC) is mainly based at the Hedge End Medical 

Centre. The charity includes doctors, sexual health nurses and counsellors who offer 

a confidential and accessible service. 79% of clients live within the HEWEB area and 

strong links have been established with Wildern School. 

We are pleased to continue to support this valuable service and match funding of 

£5,500 each has been agreed with Hedge End Town Council. 

My Committee has also agreed to fund projects at the following community buildings: 

Hilldene, Dowd’s Farm, Botley Market Hall, Hedge End Village Hall and St. Luke’s 

Church  

We are also privileged to have some first class facilities within HEWEB and the 

Committee gives financial and officer support to :-  

i. Itchen Valley Country Park is a well-loved facility and we intend to improve the 

site further particularly regarding the catering provision. Little Owls Woodland Pre-

school has now been operating for over a year and has become firmly established 

with maximum numbers now rising from 12 to 16 children in each session. The 

Forest School is also looking to expand into another site and Go Ape are building a 

Treetop Junior course so that all of the family can take part. Additional car parking is 

also planned to support this new facility. 

ii. Wildern - within the school’s campus, there are some fantastic community 

facilities such as the D.@rt Centre, Berry Theatre and leisure centre. We will 

continue to support the management of these community facilities and we have 

provided grants for a range of activities such as the Elders Club, Choir, Young 

Carers meals and Fairtrade Fortnight. 

iii. Ageas Bowl - we continue to work closely with Hampshire in the Community to 

expand the community programme at the Ageas Bowl. I was pleased to attend the 

launch of the newly extended boxing and fitness facilities now named, “Poseidon at 

the Ageas” which has been an amazing success with over 600 local members now 

mailto:D.@rt
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enrolled, the launch of an educational academy and a growing international 

reputation.  

Transport matters 

The car park extension at Hedge End Train Station has been well received and there 

has been an increase in the number of passengers using the station. We are working 

closely with South West Trains to seek further improvements at this facility. 

The Park and Stride schemes at King’s Copse School and Wellstead School were 

also re-launched this year. In addition this Committee has approved additional traffic 

regulations around these 2 schools and in Sovereign Drive which is used as a drop 

off point for Freegrounds School. 

I also took part in a visit to Botley Primary School after concerns were raised about 

school children crossing the main road. We have recommended to Hampshire 

County Council that the trees in front of the traffic lights are cut back and also the 

timings on the lights are adjusted. 

HEWEB LAC also approved 8 further traffic regulation orders (TROs) which typically 

involve yellow line markings. Requests for TROs usually come from residents and 

councillors.  

Speed limit reminder signs are also paid for by this Committee and these have been 

located in 30 hotspot locations within HEWEB this year.  

Public Art 

Two significant pieces of public art have been completed in the last year.  

The “bowled over” sculpture which is made up of 6 life sized cricketers is located 

within the grounds of the Ageas Bowl. I was very pleased to attend the official 

opening of this public art with the Mayor of Eastleigh. Visitors from the Ageas Bowl 

have commented favourably about the sculpture. 

The shelter at the Wessex Vale crematorium in West End has also been completed. 

The shelter provides a quiet place for people to sit and reflect. It is fully accessible as 

footpaths are now in place. 

Health and well - being 

The Council’s Park sport scheme continues to provide a first class programme of 

summer activities for 8 - 16 year olds. 90 youngsters took part in the skate jam at 

Woodhouse Lane and 419 attendances were registered for the free swimming 

sessions at Wildern Leisure Centre in addition to 505 bookings for team games.         

We will be supporting this programme again in 2016.    
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50 - 60 youngsters also enjoy the weekly Friday Night Football sessions at Botley 

Recreation Ground. We will continue to support this venture with Botley Parish 

Council, the HEWEB Youth Partnership and our new sponsors, White & Co, a local 

removals firm based in Botley. 

We have match funded a family trim trail at Hatch Grange in West End. This is due 

to be opened in April and I hope local schools and community groups will make good 

use of this facility. 

I would like to acknowledge Emma Norman’s contribution to the launch of the 

dementia friendly town centre scheme in Hedge End last August, Training sessions 

and meetings have been led by Emma and 21 businesses have now enrolled.  

Working in partnership with Hedge End Town Council and the parish councils at 

Botley and West End, we have funded 4 defibrillators which are now installed.   

Streetscene 

Funding for maintaining and improving the street scene within HEWEB is a priority. 

As well as paying for the core items such as street cleaning, waste removal, grass 

cutting, fly tipping etc, we also commission other works such as the installation of 9 

flower planters for the 3 main town centres in HEWEB; bulb planting along the 

verges and upgrading the planting on 2 major roundabouts in Tollbar Way and 

Charles Watts Way in Hedge End. 

Our Streetscene team also help to install litter bins, dragon’s teeth, 60 street name 

plates, assist with tree works and even build bridges for us! 

Partnership working 

The HEWEB Youth Partnership was formed in 2013 and it comprises 

representatives from the 3 local parish and town councils, youth service providers, 

local police, uniformed groups such as the scouts. This Committee continues to 

support the employment of the HEWEB Youth Worker and youth projects. 

At last year’s annual assembly, I stated that we would form a HEWEB Business 

Network and this has now been established. Clarke Wilmott have been kindly 

hosting the network at their offices at the Botleigh Grange Business Park. The 

network has received presentations from the Borough Council and has been an 

important consultee on the local plan “issues and options” proposals.  

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the work of the volunteers within HEWEB. 

Without their dedication, the number of community activities and events would be 

severely diminished. We also have strong partnerships with Hedge End Town 

Council, Botley Parish Council and West End Parish Council which enhances the 

delivery of local services and initiatives.  
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Finance  

This section of the report will be updated for the Local Area Committee meeting on 

13 June when the final outturn figures will be available.( Please see Appendix 2). 

Future priorities 

My final remarks relate to our immediate priorities. These involve the development of 

community facilities at Itchen Valley Country Park., seeking funding for the Hedge 

End Youth and Community Centre and Wildern Leisure Centre; progressing the 

upgrades to the play areas at Townhill Farm and Carpathia Close in West End and 

ensuring that the community provision within the Boorley Green development is 

planned effectively for the benefit of the immediate and wider community.  

Cllr Rupert Kyrle 

Chairman Hedge End, West End and Botley Local Area Committee 

11 March 2016   

 


